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Environmental Innovation in Nye Beach

In June, 2009 bold new construction began on the historic Viking’s site in
Nye Beach. The Greenstone Inn will draw coastal travelers mindful of their
environmental footprint. From solar panels on its rooftop to heat reclamation
in its core, the Greenstone Inn is designed for sustainability.

Piloting the project are architect Cindy Quade and General Contractor Neil
Quade, a Lincoln County builder for more than forty years. Quade is known
for numerous construction and remodeling projects in Lincoln County,
including Newport Chamber of Commerce, Pig 'n Pancake and, in Nye Beach,
Archway Place.

The Viking’s owners Bonnie and Brendan Carmody obtained financing for the
Greenstone Inn from Oregon Pacific Bank with underwriting from the United
States Department of Agriculture.

The Greenstone Inn will be a three-story motel consisting of 20 units and
parking underneath.
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Construction is to be as "environmentally responsible" as possible. Possibly
the first of its kind on the Oregon coast, the Greenstone Inn will lead the
way in “decentralizing the grid,” a first small step to energy independence.
Some noteworthy components include: power generating solar panel
system; metal roofs designed to optimize solar collection; hot-water heat
reclamation system; keycard room temperature management on when
occupied, off when not; electric-vehicle charging station for the parking
area. In addition, all building and furnishing materials are selected with
environmental consideration: recycled materials for carpeting and wood-clad
doors and windows; low volatile-organic-component (VOC) paint, Energy
Star-rated appliances, recycled structural steel, certified renewable-forest
wood, water-saving showers and toilets, and low energy compact florescent
fixtures.

Anticipated opening of the Greenstone Inn is spring of 2010. Visit

www.vikingsoregoncoast.com/greenstone.htm for more information.
Follow construction progress at http://greenstoneinn.blogspot.com.

The Viking’s cottages and his ship have been landmarks
in Nye Beach for decades. These little blue cabins have
been closed for more than a year now. Deconstruction
began in May.

The Carmodys have owned the Viking’s Motel since 1983. From the
beginning, they struggled to preserve the ambience of these 1920s cottages,
beloved by generations of visitors. Over time, antiquated plumbing and
electrical systems degenerated beyond recall; ground erosion made the
floors tilt. The hammering of winter storms nourished mildew in aging
timbers and promoted general decline. The Carmodys roofed and re-roofed.
Painted and re-painted. Patched. Repaired. Pampered.

In 2005, two of the cottages were torn down and replaced by five rental
units in one structure architecturally similar to the original buildings.

Finally the Carmodys made the hard decision to close all remaining cottages
for the sake of guest safety and comfort. With the cottages closed, the
Viking’s office was relocated to the new building.

As for the Viking and his ship, they are still with us, moored in front of the
new office at 729 NW Coast Street.

A recently published pictorial history of the cottages, Vikings on the Oregon
Coast, is available in the Viking’s office or from Amazon.com
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